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September 6, 2016
Subject: Buffer Strip Requirements
Dear Landowner,

As a property owner, we understand that you do your best to protect your investment and to care for the land and water resources that help you make a living.  The Traverse Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is very grateful for your efforts.
We recognize that sometimes local, state, and federal laws get passed and understand that it can be hard for landowners to know how, why, or even if the law pertains to them.

In 2015, the State of Minnesota passed a new Buffer Strip Law which requires landowners to install buffer strips along State Protected Waters and Public Drainage Ditches.  It is our goal to help you better understand your options and to help you comply with these requirements.  Details about the law can be viewed online at: http://www.bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html
The Buffer Strip Law will impact a lot of landowners in Traverse County and will generate a significant workload at the SWCD office.  Our staff are eager to help you understand how this law affects you and we are committed to providing you with the prompt service you deserve.

In order to do this, please consider contacting us soon to learn more about your options and avoid delays.  Contacting us will also allow you more time to explore funding opportunities and give you enough time to install buffer strips by the required deadlines.  
As a landowner you are not obligated to contact or work with the SWCD office but please understand you are required to establish buffer strips by the required deadlines.  Regardless, we will do everything we can to serve you promptly and to assist you in meeting the new Buffer Strip requirements.  If you are an absentee landowner, please share this letter with your renter or operator.
Sincerely,

Traverse SWCD
Traverse SWCD

304 4th Street North

Wheaton, MN 56296

Traverse Soil & Water Conservation District
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